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of the peasants. Many more examples can easily be added from
regional and village surveys.29 It was in this process that on the
one hand lands of unprotected cultivators began to be concentrated
in the hands of a few money lenders, and, on the other, large masses
of peasantry began to roll down the social ladder as tenants-at-will
and landless labourers. It was in this process of dispossession of the
peasantry that the large and distinct class of landless labourers was
born.
Concerning all the "measures" taken by the government to
"protect" the cultivators, we shall be content here to cite the scath-
ing verdict passed by the Indian Famine Commission of 1901,
which was appointed by the government. The Commission con-
cluded:30
Commissions have sat and reported; Acts of legislation
have been passed and amended ; executive action of various sorts
has been taken. But of all, the result has been disappointment.
In sharp contrast to this callousness on the part of the govern-
ment, the Indian peasants on their part have a long, but unfortunate-
ly unrecorded, history of sporadic but bitter and bloody struggles
and rebellions against the policies and the symbols of these policies
which uprooted them.31
With this brief historical background, we may now proceed
to examine the causes that may help us toward some meaningful
understanding of the distinct regional patterns in the evolution
of agricultural labourers. Noting the broad differences in the
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